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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

On the north west corner of Bohemia Avenue and Second Street
stands the massive granite Chesapeake City Bank. It is two bays
wide and three deep, is one story with a two story entrance tower.

The tower is located on the corner and the entrance is on
the east facade and has a semicircular overhead transom over double
doors. Between the arch and the three small windows above is a
white decorative tin cornice with wreaths on the facia and a
dentil course beneath the crown. The roof of the tower has a
plainer cornice (probably replaced) and a hip roof. To the north
of the tower is a section of Mansard slate roof with continuation
of the cornice mentioned above. An 'A' roof is concealed from
this front by this false facade. The cornice continues on both
sides of the structure.

Beneath the Mansard roof are double windows with iron grills
protecting the 1/1 pane sash. There is a wide Jack arch of granite,
like the other windows in the building.

The iron railings which flank the front steps, as well as
the plate glass doors appear to be more recent in date than its
original construction. A night depository has also been added
adjacent the tower.

In front of the building is a large granite monument dedi-

cated to those who fought in the Armed Services. The panel with
inscribed names has been removed by vandals.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chesapeake City Bank is the only banking building in the
town. As was popular during the first quarter of the twentieth
century, the building was constructed of heavy masonary to give
the impression of great solidity. The building's semi-circular
arched door possibly is derived from Richardsonian buildings of the
late 19th century, although its cornice is more typical of the
Colonial Revival. As the only totally granite building in Chesa-
peake City, it is significant in itself as in its relation to
the neighboring frame structures.

Kendall Cropper acquired this land from the Bayards in 1836.
At that time the lot ran all the way to George Street and allowed
the right of way for the alley, William Street. John Banks, who
has a restaurant and dealt in wines and liquors, owned the property
and organized the bank.

The lot on which the bank building stands was transferred in
1903 from John and Elizabeth Banks to the National Bank of Chesa-
peake City. The granite building was completed in that same year,
and has served the community continuously since that time. 1In 1922,
The Elkton Bank and Trust Company bought the real estate and assumed
management of the bank. The interior has been remodeled at least
twice since 1903.

John Banks was elected Treasurer of Cecil County in 1894 and
afterward served three terms as assistant treasurer. After retiring,
he organized the bank and served as cashier until his death at age
fifty one from choking on a fish bone. John Banks was a successful
business man who did much to advance Chesapeake City.
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Michael Bourne & Katherine Wein April 9, 1976
CRGANIZATION DATE

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

c/o Town Council of Chesapeake City (301) 885-5298
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Chesapeake City Maryland 21915

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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